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Year 9 Course Information 
 
In 2010 all Year 9 students will study each of the following courses: 
 

 English 

 Mathematics 

 Science 

 Social Studies  

 PE 

 
 
In addition to this students will be given shorter 13 week ‘taster’ courses in the following areas: 
 

 Technology ~ Hard Materials 

 Food Technology 

 Fabric Technology 

 Graphics 

 Music 

 Art 

 Drama 

 Computer Studies 

 Numeracy and Literacy  

 
 
 
 

Year 10 Course Information 
 
In 2010 all Year 10 students will study each of the following courses: 
 

 English 

 Mathematics 

 Science 

 Social Studies  

 PE 
 
In addition to this students will select four further courses from the lists below.  They will study each 
2 courses at a time for 6 months of the year. 
 

 Technology ~ Hard Materials 

 Food Technology 

 Fabric Technology 

 Music/Drama 

 Art 

 Computer Studies 
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Years 11 -13 ~ Selecting Your Subjects for 2010 
 
 

The information in this handbook is designed to help you choose your subjects for 2010 
carefully. The subjects you select are crucial for your future, so it is important that you 
choose the right course direction. The further you go in the senior school, the more difficult 
it becomes to change that direction. That is why the very best advice is to keep as broad a 
range of subjects for as long as possible.  
 
 
When selecting your subjects, answer these questions: 
 

 What qualifications do I want to gain while I am at school?  
 Check the Qualifications section of this handbook. 
 

 What qualifications and subjects do I need for tertiary study and / or for the work I hope 
to do when I leave school?  

Access Kiwicareers on www.kiwicareers.co.nz and talk with Mrs Ritchie, the Careers 
Advisor. You must ensure that you consider your possible future career path carefully. 
 

 What subjects do I enjoy?  
Reflect on the subjects you have studied already and take time to read the Subject Descriptions 
in this handbook.  

 

 Will I have a good chance of success in each of these subjects?  
Think about your previous results to be sure that you can cope with the subjects you choose. 

 

 Do I have the prerequisites for these subjects?  
Check the specific Entry Requirements for each subject. 

 

 What does this subject lead to?  
Study the Curriculum Map and the descriptions of where each course leads. You need to be 
sure that the course you select leads on to a full range of other subjects, so that there is 
coherence about what you study in the senior school.  

 

 Have I met the requirements for my year level?  
 Check the Year Level Requirements section of this handbook. 
 

 Have I discussed my choices with my parent(s)/caregiver(s) and teachers ð home room 
teacher, subject teachers? 
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Year Level Course Requirements 2010 
 

Requirements for Year 11 Students 
Year 11 students are in their third year of secondary schooling. They must select a course in each of 
these Learning Areas: English, Mathematics and Science. They must then select three other 
courses.  
 
Year 11 students must ensure they select courses at an appropriate level of difficulty: 

 All Year 11 courses are assessed by achievement and/or unit standards and earn credits towards 
NCEA Level 1 and, in some cases, another National Certificate. To achieve NCEA Level 1, 
students need 80 credits. 

 To gain NCEA Level 1 students also must achieve 8 literacy and 8 numeracy credits. 

 Year 11 students intending to go to university should note that the Common University Entrance 
Standard requires a minimum of 14 credits in Mathematics at Level 1. 

 
Requirements for Year 12 Students 
Year 12 students are in their fourth year of secondary schooling. They must select a full year English 
course and five other full year courses. 
 
Year 12 students must ensure they select courses at an appropriate level of difficulty: 

 Most Year 12 students will study courses that are assessed by achievement and/or unit standards 
and earn credits towards NCEA Level 2 and, in some cases, another National Certificate. 

 To gain NCEA Level 2, students need 80 credits, 60 of which must be at Level 2. 

 Year 12 students may select courses at other year levels, depending on previous successes and 
choices. 

 Year 12 students intending to go to university should note that the Common University Entrance 
Standard requires a minimum of 14 credits at Level 1 or higher in Mathematics plus a minimum 
of 8 credits at Level 2 or higher in English or Te Reo Maori - 4 of these credits must be in 
reading and 4 must be in writing. 

 Year 12 students, who intend going to university are advised to take five courses listed as 
University Entrance approved subjects on page 13. 

 
Requirements for Year 13 Students 
Year 13 students are in their fifth year of secondary schooling. They must select five full year courses.  
 
Year 13 students must ensure they select courses at an appropriate level of difficulty: 

 Most Year 13 students will study courses that are assessed by achievement and/or unit standards 
and earn credits towards NCEA Level 3 and, in some cases, another National Certificate.  

 To gain NCEA Level 3, students need 80 credits, 60 of which must be at Level 3, and 20 credits 
at Level 2 or above. 

 Year 13 students may select courses at other year levels, depending on previous successes and 
choices. 

 Year 13 students intending to go on to university must note that the Common University 
Entrance Standard requires a minimum of 14 credits at Level 1 or higher in Mathematics plus a 
minimum of 8 credits at Level 2 or higher in English or Te Reo Maori - 4 of these credits must 
be in reading and 4 must be in writing. In addition, many tertiary courses have limited entry 
requirements. 

 Year 13 students, who intend going to university are advised to take five courses listed as 
University Entrance approved subjects on Page 13. 
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Entry Requirements for Senior Subjects  

 

In each senior subject description, departments have specified how the following school-wide 
procedures for entry will be applied. Students can find this information under the headings: 
Entry Requirements: 
This Course Leads to: 
 
 
Entry Requirements for NCEA Level 1 
 
Year 10 students have automatic entry into NCEA Level 1 courses. However the HODs of 
Mathematics, Science, English will recommend that Year 11 students study a particular NCEA Level 
1 course, in accordance with individual learning needs and based on results gained during Year 10. 

 
 

Qualifications Offered at Onewhero Area School  
 

The National Certificate of Educational Achievement ð NCEA  
 
NCEA Levels 1 ð 3 
For a student to be awarded NCEA Level 1 they must achieve 80 credits. Of these, eight credits 
must be in literacy standards and eight credits in numeracy standards. 
 
For a student to be awarded NCEA Level 2 they must achieve: 
 

 60 credits at level 2 or above; plus 

 20 credits at any level, even if gained for any other National Qualification. 

 There are no literacy or numeracy requirements for this qualification 
 
For a student to be awarded NCEA Level 3, they must achieve: 
 

 60 credits at level 3 or above; plus 

 20 credits at level 2 or above, even if gained for any other National Qualification. 

 There are no literacy or numeracy requirements for this qualification 
 
 

Other National Certificate Qualifications 
 

In addition to the NCEA, there are a wide variety of other National Certificates students can achieve 
at Levels 1, 2 and 3.  
 
At Onewhero Area School, it is possible for students to gain credits towards: 
 

 National Certificate in Computing Level 2 

 National Certificate in Computing Level 3 

 National Certificate in Travel and Tourism Level 2 

 National Certificate in Building, Construction and Allied Trades  
   Skills Levels 1 and 2 
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Achievement Standards 
In many subjects, student achievement is assessed through Achievement Standards, which identify 
the national standards students must achieve. Some are internally assessed by subject teachers during 
the year and others are assessed by external examination at the end of the year. There are four 
possible grades students can be awarded: Not Achieved, Achieved, Merit or Excellence. Each 
Achievement Standard is typically worth about 2 – 5 credits and there are no more than 24 credits per 
subject.  
 
Unit Standards  
Subjects that do not have Achievement Standards are assessed through Unit Standards. Some 
subjects have a mix of both Achievement Standards and Unit Standards. The two possible grades 
students can be awarded are either Not Achieved or Achieved. Like Achievement Standards, Unit 
Standards have a credit value that counts towards the NCEA. Unit Standards are all internally 
assessed.  
 
NQF/NCEA Results 
In January, NZQA issues students who have paid the NCEA entry fee with a Report for each 
subject. On it is recorded: 

 The Achievement Standards and/or Unit Standards the student entered 

 The credit value of each 

 Whether they are internally or externally assessed 

 The grade achieved 

 The number of credits gained in each standard 
 
Endorsements 
If 50 credits at Excellence are gained, then the NCEA certificate will be endorsed with Excellence. 
Likewise, if 50 credits at Merit (or Merit and Excellence) are gained, the NCEA will be endorsed 
with Merit. 
 
Not Achieved Results 
If students do not achieve internal assessments for unit or achievement standards, this will be 
reported on their annual Result Notices. 
 

Financial assistance 
To be eligible for financial assistance the person applying (normally the parent or guardian of the 
candidate but may be the candidate themselves if they are a beneficiary) must be the fee payer and 
meet at least ONE of the following criteria: 

 For a benefit-based application the fee payer must be receiving a Work and Income 
(WINZ) or Study Link benefit, or have a Community Services Card. 

 For an income-based application fee payer must be eligible for a Community Services Card 
(but do not currently have one). 

 For a multiple candidate application fee payer must have two or more children (2) taking 
these qualifications in the same year, regardless of income. 

Application forms are available from the Mrs Carter. 
 
Record of Achievement 
As well as issuing a Report for each subject and any certificates achieved, NZQA also provides 
students with a Record of Achievement. It lists all standards achieved, along with levels, credits and 
dates, as well as certificates gained. It also lists any Scholarships gained by a candidate.  
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Scholarship  
Some Level 3 subjects have a scholarship standard which students can enter.  To enter scholarship, 
students use the Level 3 subject content but are expected to synthesise and integrate concepts. 
Hence, the standard of achievement expected for Scholarship is very demanding. All scholarship 
standards are externally assessed. Scholarship does not attract credits or contribute towards a 
qualification. It is purely a monetary award designed to recognise the very top students in the country.  
Level 3 students interested in sitting a Scholarship standard need to discuss this with their subject 
teacher. 
 
 
University Entrance 

Here is the minimum you need to achieve in NCEA to qualify for University Entrance 

Level 3 (or above) 
42 credits 

Approved subject A 
(14 credits) 

 

Approved subject B 
(14 credits) 

 

No more than 2 
domains or approved 
subjects 
(14 credits) 

Level 2 (or above) 
8 credits 

Approved reading 
(4 credits) 

Approved writing 
(4 credits) 

 

Level 1 (or above) 
14 credits 

Maths 
(14 credits) 

  

 
The 14 credits at Level 3 in both Subject A and Subject B must be in approved subjects – see 
below for the list of approved subjects taught at Onewhero Area School. The final 14 credits at Level 
3 can be from no more than two additional domains on the National Qualifications Framework or 
two approved subjects.  
 
The 8 credits at Level 2 Reading and Writing need to be from the NZQA approved list of Standards 
–see the literacy list below. 
 
University Entrance represents the minimum entrance to University and does not guarantee you a 
place. Some courses are limited entry and have additional requirements – make sure you find out 
what these are! 
 

Approved Subjects taught at Onewhero Area School 
 
Biology     Chemistry  
Mathematics with Calculus   Statistics and Modelling 
Computing     Visual Art 
English     Physics 
Geography     Graphics 
History       
     
 
Literary List 
The English standards (plus number of credits) fulfilling the literacy requirements are: 
Reading: 90721 (3), 90722 (3), 90723 (3), 90724 (3), 90726 (4), 90377 (3), 90378 (3), 90379 (3), 90380 
(3), 90381 (3), 8834 (6), 8823 (4), 12427 (4), 12428 (4), 12430 (3), 12429 (3), 12905 (4), 12419 (4), 
12420 (4), 12421 (3), 12422 (3) 

Writing: 90720 (4), 90721 (3), 90722 (3), 90723 (3), 90726 (4), 90375 (3), 90376 (3), 90377 (3), 90378 
(3), 90379 (3), 90381 (3), 8841 (6), 8842 (6), 8835 (6), 8825 (5) 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ue/litreqs.html
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ARTS 
Drama 
 
Art 
 
Introductory Music 

 
Drama 
 
Art 
 
General Music 
 

 
Drama 
 
Visual Art  
 
 

 
 
 
Visual Art 

 
 
 
Visual Art 

BUSINESS EDUCATION 

 
Computer Studies  
 

 
 
Computer Studies  
 

 
 
Computer Studies  
 

 
 
Computer Studies  
 

 
 
Computer Studies  
 

ENGLISH 
 
 
English 
 
 

 
 
 
English 
 
 

 
Alternate English 
 
English  
 

 
 
 
English 
 

 
 
 
English 
 

MATHEMATICS 
 
 
Mathematics 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mathematics 

 
Alternate Mathematics  
 
Mathematics  
 
 

 
 
 
Mathematics  
  

 
 
Statistics and Modelling  
 
Maths with Calculus  
 

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION & 
HEALTH 
 
Physical Education  

 
 
 
 
Physical Education  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Physical Recreation 
 

 

 
 
 
Sports Leader 
 

 
 
 
 
Sports Leader  
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SCIENCES 
Science 

 
Science 

 
NZASE Science  
 
Science 
 
 

 
 
 
Biology 
 
Chemistry 
 
Physics  
 

 
 
 
Biology   
 
Chemistry  
 
Physics  
 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Social Studies 

 
Social Studies 
 
 
 
 

 
Geography   
 
History 
 
 

 
Geography  
 
History   
 
 

 
Geography  
 
History  
 
 

 
Technology  
 
Food Technology 
 
Fabric Technology 
 
Graphics  

 
Technology  
 
Food Technology 
 
Fabric Technology 
 
Graphics (2011) 

 
Technology  
 
Food and Nutrition 
 
Textiles Technology 
 
Graphics & Design (2012) 

 
Technology 
 
Food and Nutrition 
 
Textiles Technology(2011) 
 
Graphics & Design (2013) 
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Other Courses of Study 
 
 
Correspondence Courses 
 
In addition to the subjects listed here in the guide students at Year 11, 12 and 13 may also 
study courses through The Correspondence School.  To successfully study courses by 
correspondence students need to be very good at time management and self-motivated.  
If you are interested in studying a course by correspondence you need to speak with Mrs 
Carter. 
 
 
Gateway 
 
The Gateway programme is an exciting option offered to our senior students  – years 11 
to 13. It offers a pathway from school to the world of work through structured 
workplace learning. Students take work placements, in an industry that interests them, for 
typically one school day per week, for a minimum of 10 weeks. The programme 
encourages students to achieve a target of 10 Unit Standards that are industry specific and 
will also contribute towards their NCEA results. The school Gateway coordinator finds 
suitable work placements and helps students to build their individual learning 
programmes (selecting relevant Unit Standards). 
 
The Gateway programme gives students opportunities to try out potential careers and 
build links to industry training and/or Modern Apprenticeships. The programme is free 
to eligible learners and costs are covered for transportation and any workplace 
equipment/safety gear required by students. 
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The ARTS 
    

 

 

 
Qualifications:  24 credits in Level 1 Achievement Standards 
 

Method of assessment:  External and Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Students are required to have some degree of confidence or 
experience in drawing and painting. This may result from 
having studied Art as an option in Years Nine and Ten, or be 
determined by a studentôs ability or interest.  

 

For further information: Mr Jordan 
 

Course Cost:  The course at this level usually involves a field trip. The cost of 
this excursion to an the art gallery can vary according to the 
details but would be no more $20.00 

 
Visual Art at Levels 1 is administered with an emphasis on painting and drawing. 
Students explore Still Life as the key theme of their work, with options to indulge in 
other mediums and subject matter. 
 
 A small component of the course requires the Students to research the work of Maori 
and European artists, from contemporary and historical contexts. By making notes 
and sketches, this research informs the studentôs practical work. 
 
Students are encouraged in their practical work, to develop their own theme and style 
within the context of Still Life. Students are required to assemble a selection of 
objects that are of specific appeal or relevance to them. These form the key reference 
for their painting and drawing tasks. By observing the work of different artists, the 
students explore a range of approaches and techniques for interpreting their subject 
visually. 
  
The course is divided into four sections (Achievement Standards. Three of these are 
assessed internally, which account for half the available credits. The remaining 
credits are assessed externally in the form of a selection of the students art work 
displayed on two A1 panels.  
 
This Artwork represents the growth of the studentôs ideas and practical abilities in 
exploring their chosen subject matter and techniques. In addition to the painting and 
drawing tasks, students also have the opportunity to explore other mediums including 
ceramics. 

  
This course leads to: Visual Art Level 2 

Visual Art  Level One 
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Qualifications:  24 credits in Level 2 Achievement Standards 
 

Method of assessment:  External and Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Students are required to have some degree of confidence or 
experience in drawing and painting. This may result from 
having studied Art at Level 1 or as an option in Years Nine and 
Ten. This could also be determined by a studentôs ability or 
interest.  

 

For further information: Mr Jordan 
 

Course Cost:  The course at this level usually involves a field trip. This is an 
excursion sketch and to photograph the landscape. The cost of 
this can vary according to the location and other details but 
would be no more $20.00 

 
Visual Art at Levels 2 is administered with an emphasis on painting and drawing. 
Students explore landscape as their key theme with options to indulge in other 
mediums and subject matter. 
 
 A small component of the course requires the Students to research the work of a 
range of artists and art movements of their choosing. By making notes and sketches, 
this research informs the studentôs practical work. 
 
The students are encouraged to develop different ways of interpreting the landscape 
visually, by exploring a range of styles and techniques. There is also the opportunity 
to introduce other subject matter into the landscape to develop a personalised theme 
or perspective through the resulting artwork. 
  
The course is divided into three main of units of work. Two of these are assessed 
internally, which account for half the available credits. The remaining credits are 
assessed externally in the form of a selection of artwork displayed on two A1 panels. 
 
 This Artwork represents the development of the studentôs ideas and practical abilities 
in exploring their subject matter and techniques. 

  
This course leads to: Visual Art Level 3 

Visual Art  Level Two 
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Qualifications:  24 credits in Level 3 Achievement Standards 
 

Method of assessment:  External and Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Students are required to have achieved 24 credits at Level 1 or 
Level 2 Visual Art.  

 

For further information: Mr Jordan 
 

Course Cost:  The course at this level usually involves a field trip. This is an 
excursion to sketch and to photograph subject matter relevant 
to the course. The cost of this can vary according to the 
location and other details but would be no more $20.00 

 
Visual Art at Levels 3 is administered with an emphasis on painting and drawing. 
Students explore a theme or subject matter of their own choosing. Such a theme 
might be Mythology, Portraiture or Urban Landscape etc. Whatever the theme, itôs 
potential to sustain and inform a successful body of work over the course of a year, 
will be considered and confirmed upon consultation with the teacher.  
 
 A key component of the course requires the students to research the theme or 
subject matter of their work, with detailed reference to established artists and art 
movements. By exploring how a theme has been addressed by different artists in 
different ways, through the use of text and sketches, this research then informs the 
studentôs own practical work. 
 
The students are encouraged to develop a way of interpreting their subject visually, 
by exploring a range of styles and techniques.  
  
The course is divided into three main of units of work. Two of these are assessed 
internally, which account for10 of the 24 credits. The remaining credits are assessed 
externally in the form of a selection of artwork displayed on three A1 panels. 
 
 This Artwork represents the development of the studentôs ideas and practical abilities 
in exploring their subject matter and techniques. 
 

Visual Art Level Three 
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Qualifications:  24 credits in Level 1 Achievement Standards 
 

Method of assessment:  External and Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Students choosing to do Drama at Level One should be able to 
demonstrate confidence in both written and oral language. 
Some experience performing on stage, or of public speaking is 
desirable.  

 

For further information: Mr Jordan 
 

Course Cost:  It likely the group will attend at least one theatrical    
performance throughout thee year, costs may vary but students 
could expect to pay around twenty dollars. 

 

 
Drama at Level One introduces students to all aspects of the Drama and theatrical 
experience, including performance, technical and writing activities. Much of the work 
involves interacting and developing ideas within small groups. This work is then 
presented as a performance which is recorded and assessed.  Students are required 
to document the development of their ideas and make critical evaluations of their 
work, a process which is also assessed. 
 
The course is divided into 6 separate Achievement Standards, which introduce the 
students to different aspects of Drama.  
 

 
This course leads to: Drama Level 2 

Drama Level One 
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BUSINESS EDUCATION 
 

 

 

 
Qualifications:  up to 23 credits in Level 2 Unit Standards, leading towards the  
   National Certificate in Computing (2) 
 

Method of assessment:  Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Open Entry  
 

For further information: Mr Rowe 
 

Course Cost:   $5 (stationery, $25 if a field trip is used) 
 
This course will extend the elements of most home and office requirements by 
teaching basic skills in using application programmes of word processing, 
spreadsheet, database, desk-top publishing, email and presentation.  In addition the 
course will cover the compulsory units for the National Certificate in Computing (2), 
which involves the knowledge of computer systems and their operation. 
 
The course will use PC computers and the Microsoft Office 2007 software package.  
Students will have their own login and password. 
 
This course leads to: Computer Studies Level 2 
 

 

 

 
Qualifications: Up to 17 credits in Unit Standards Level 2 and 3, leading 

towards the National Certificate in Computing (2) and the 
National Certificate in Computing (3) 

 

Method of assessment:  Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Open entry, though it is beneficial to have completed at least 
half of the units of the Level 1 course, especially in word 
processing, spreadsheet and in knowledge of the computer 
systems and their operation (Units 2780, 2781, 2784 and 111). 

 

For further information: Mr A J Rowe 
 

Course Cost:   $5.00 (Stationery; $25.00 if a field trip is used) 

 
This course will extend the elements of most home and office requirements by 
teaching advanced skills in using application programmes of word processing, 
spreadsheet, and database.  In addition the course will cover basic elements of web 
design and digitising text and graphics. 
 
The course will use PC computers, the Microsoft Office 2007, Adobe Dreamweaver 
and Photoshop software packages.  Students will have their own login and password. 
 
The course leads to:   Computer Studies Level 3 

Computer Studies Level 1 

Computer Studies Level 2 
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Qualifications: up to 19 credits in Unit Standards Level 2 and 3, leading 

towards the National Certificate in Computing (2) and the 
National Certificate in Computing (3) 

 

Method of assessment:  Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Open entry, though it is beneficial to have completed at least 
half of the units of the Level 1 and 2 courses, especially in word 
processing, spreadsheet and in knowledge of the computer 
systems and their operation (Units 2780, 2781, 2784, 2785, 
111 and 112). 

 

For further information: Mr A J Rowe 
 

Course Cost:   $5.00 (for stationery;  $25.00 if a field trip is used) 

 
This course will extend the elements of most home and office requirements by 
teaching advanced skills in using application programmes of word processing, 
spreadsheet, and database.  In addition the course will cover basic elements of web 
design and digitising text and graphics. 
 
The course will use PC computers, the Microsoft Office 2007, Adobe Dreamweaver 
and Photoshop software packages.  Students will have their own login and password. 
 
This course leads to:   work in many computer courses at Polytechnics; this course is  

also acceptable as course for University Entrance. 

 

Computer Studies Level 3 
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ENGLISH  
 

 
 

 

 
Qualifications:  24 Credits in Level 1 Achievement Standards 
 

Method of assessment:  External and Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Achievement at Year 10 in Assessments for 
Reading/Writing/Research/Literature Studies will determine 
students placement in this course as will student ability to use 
time productively  

 

For further information: Mrs Pollock 
 

Course Cost:   $15 Workbook/Study Guide 
 
This course includes Reading, Writing, Static Image Construction and Analysis, 
Speech Writing and Delivery, Research, Film and Literature Studies.  This course will 
enable students to gain the 8 Literacy credits required for NCEA Level 1. 
 
This course leads to: 12ENG It is advisable that students gain at least an 

Achieved grade in Reading, Film, Literature Studies and 
Research to gain entry into Level 2. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Qualifications:  20 Credits in Level 1 Unit Standards 
 

Method of assessment:   Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Achievement at Year 10 in Assessments throughout the year 
will determine students placement in this course  

 

For further information: Mr Mann 
 

Course Cost:   $0 
 
This course is a continuation of the National Curriculum in English. This is a 
classroom-based course, with students being required to complete all assessments 
within school. There is no external examination component. This course will enable 
students to gain the 8 Literacy credits required for NCEA Level 1. 
 
This course may lead to: 12 Alternative English ï for which the entry requirement is at 

least 8 Literacy credits in Level 1 English. 
 External courses and employment that require Level 1 

Literacy. 

 
 

11 English 

11 Alternative English 
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Qualifications:  24 Credits in Level 2 Achievement Standards 
 

Method of assessment:  External and Internal 
 

Entry Requirements At least an Achieved in NCEA Level 1 Reading, Film and 
Literature Studies and Research  

 

For further information: Mrs Pollock 
 

Course Cost:   $15 Workbook/Study Guide 
 
This course includes Reading, Writing, Literature Studies, Film, Speech Writing and 
Delivery and Research.  This course will enable students to gain the 8 Literacy credits 
required for NCEA Level 1. 
 
This course leads to: 13ENG Entry to Level 3 requires students to gain at 

least 12 credits at NCEA Level 2 English. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Qualifications:  24 Credits in Level 3 English Achievement Standards 
 

Method of assessment:   Internal and External 
 

Entry Requirements 12 Credits gained in Year 12 English.  
 

For further information: Mr Mann 
 

Course Cost:   $0 
 
This course is a continuation of the National Curriculum in English. Over the course of 
the year, students will be able to gain a total of 16 internal credits. They will begin 
with a thematic approach to understanding poetry, then move on to a detailed 
analysis of film. Next, students will examine a Shakespearean text, which will be the 
basis for their seminar presentation and research project. In their external 
examination at the end of the year, students will be able to sit the following papers:  
AS90721 Respond critically to written poetic texts studied (3 credits) 
AS90722 Respond critically to Shakespearean drama studied (3 credits) 
AS90723 Respond critically to oral or visual text/s studied (3 credits) 
AS90724 Respond critically to unfamiliar text/s studied (3 credits) 

 
This course leads to: English accreditation for university entrance. 
 External courses and employment that require English at 

Level 3. 

 
 

12 English 

13  English 
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MATHEMATICS 
 

 

 

 
Qualifications:  22 Credits in Level 1 Achievement and Unit Standards 
 

Method of assessment:  External and Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Achievement at Year 10 in Assessments throughout the year 
will determine students placement in this course  

 

For further information: Mrs Carter 
 

Course Cost:   $15 Workbook 
 
This course is a continuation of the National Curriculum in Mathematics and follows 
the study of the strands: Number, Measurement, Geometry, Algebra, Statistics and 
Mathematical Processes.  This course is both practical and theoretical. For any 
student wanting to continue through to University in the future this course is a must.  
This course will enable students to gain the 8 Numeracy credits required for NCEA 
Level 1. 
 
This course leads to: 12MAT ï for which the entry requirement is at least 14 

credits in Level 1 Mathematics achievement standards, 
which must include the Algebra credits AS90147 plus a 
grade of Merit or better in at least one of Algebra, Graphs 
AS90148 or Number AS90151. 

 12MAB ï for which the entry requirement is a total of 10-13 
credits in Level 1 Mathematics achievement standards. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Qualifications:  21 Credits in Level 1 Unit Standards 
 

Method of assessment:  Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Achievement at Year 10 in Assessments throughout the year 
will determine students placement in this course 

 

For further information: Mrs Carter 
 

Course Cost:   $12 Workbook  
 
This course focuses on applying Mathematics in practical situations.  Students are 
able to gain the 8 Numeracy credits required for NCEA Level 1 from this course.  
 

 

11 Mathematics 

11 Alternate Mathematics 
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Qualifications:  22 Level 2 Achievement Standards Credits 
 

Method of assessment:  External and Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Entry to level 2 mathematics is dependent on meeting the 
following requirements: 
1.  Gaining a total of 14 credits or more in the achievement 
standards at Level 1. 
2.  Having passed Algebra AS90147 plus a grade of Merit or 
better in at least one of Algebra, Graphs AS90148 or Number 
AS90151 

 

For further information: Mrs Carter 
 

Course Cost:   $15 Workbook 

 
This course relies a great deal on Algebra skills and the ability to solve word 
problems using mathematical knowledge. It is not a course for students who have 
struggled at Level 1. It covers the six strands of the National Curriculum: Number, 
Measurement, Geometry, Algebra, Statistics and Mathematical Processes.  If you are 
considering any career in Commerce, Science, Engineering, etc then this course is a 
must. 
 

This course leads to: 13MAC ï for which the entry requirement is 14 credits in 
Level 2 Mathematics including: 

 4 credits from the external assessment AS90286 
Calculus, 4 credits from the external assessment AS90284 
Algebra and 2 credits from AS90292 Trigonometry 

 
 13MAS ï for which the entry requirement is 14 credits in 

Level 2 Mathematics including: 

 3 credits from the internal assessments AS90289 
Probability and 4 credits from AS90284, the Algebra external 
assessment  
 

 
 

 
Qualifications:  24 Level 3 Achievement Standards credits 
 

Method of assessment:  External and Internal 
 

Entry Requirements 12 credits in Level 2 Mathematics including: Calculus AS90286 
Algebra AS90284  

 

For further information: Mrs Carter 
 

Course Cost:   $25 Workbook 

 
This course continues the more theoretical aspects of Mathematics with particular 
emphasis on Calculus. It can be considered as an additional course for students who 
are likely to continue a study of Mathematics at a tertiary institution. 
 

 

13 Calculus 

12 Mathematics 
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Qualifications:  24 Level 3 Achievement Standards credits 
 

Method of assessment:  External and Internal 
 

Entry Requirements 12 credits in Level 2 Mathematics including Probability 
AS90289 and Algebra AS90284. 

 

For further information: Mrs Carter 
 

Course Cost:   $25 Workbook 
 

This provides a first course in statistical procedures and extends Year 12 work on 
algebraic, graphical and computational skills. It should be considered by students with 
an interest in the Biological and Social Sciences, Commerce and Medicine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION and HEALTH 
 

 

 

 
Qualifications:  Up to 24 Credits in Level 1 Achievement and Unit Standards 
 

Method of assessment:  Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Open to all Year 10 Students 
 

For further information: Mrs Phillips 
 

Course Cost:   Yet to be determined 
 
This course is a practical and theory based course.  Students participate in a variety 
of physical activities and investigate the effect of participation on well-being, as well 
as develop interpersonal skills through involvement in team or group activities. 
 
This course leads to: Year 12 and 13 Sport Leadership 
 

13 Statistics and Modelling 

11 Physical Recreation 
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Qualifications:  22 credits from Unit Standards at Level 1, 2 and 3 
 

Method of assessment:  Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Year 12 and 13 Students only 
  

For further information: Mrs Phillips 
 

Course Cost:   $50 covers booklets and kayaking costs 
 
Course Outline: 
 
NZQA Units- 
Kayaking Unit 20818    Level 1  2 Credits 
Fitness Education Unit 505   Level 1  3 Credits 
Sport Leadership Unit 12538   Level 2  3 Credits 
Event Management Unit 21414  Level 2  4 Credits 
Role of the Coach Unit 22771  Level 3  4 Credits 
Role of the Coach Unit 22768  Level 3  6 Credits 
Delivering Sports Skills Unit 20807  Level 3  3 Credits 
 
This course provides opportunity for students to have the opportunity to pathway on 
to tertiary study at the MIT School of Sport or elsewhere in Sport and Recreation. At 
the completion of the course students will have gained credits with NZQA Units and 
possibly a MIT Certificate of Achievement in Sport Leadership 
 
This course leads to: This course provides opportunity for students to have the 

opportunity to pathway on to tertiary study at the MIT School 
of Sport or elsewhere in Sport and Recreation 

12 & 13 Sport Leadership- Even Year 
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Qualifications:  19 credits from Unit Standards at Level 2 and 3 
 

Method of assessment:  Internal 
 

Entry Requirements: Yr 12 and 13 students only 
  

For further information: Mrs Phillips 
 

Course Cost:   $50 includes booklets and tramping costs 
 
Course Outline: 
 
NZQA Units- 
Sports Injuries Unit 20673   Level 2  4 Credits 
Adventure Base Learning Unit 467  Level 2  3 Credits 
Outdoor Pursuits Unit 13353   Level 3  3 Credits 
 
 
MIT Local Units- 
Sport Leadership ï Kiwisport   Level 2  3 Credits 
Introduction to Event Management  Level 3  4 Credits 
Innovative Games    Level 3  2 Credits 
 
At the completion of the course students will have gained credits with NZQA Units as 
well as an MIT Certificate of Achievement in Sport Leadership 
 
This course leads to: This course provides opportunity for students to have the 

opportunity to pathway on to tertiary study at the MIT School 
of Sport or elsewhere in Sport and Recreation 

 

12 & 13 Sport Leadership ï Odd year 
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SCIENCES 
 
 
 
Course Title : 

 
Qualifications:  20 credits in Level 1 Unit Standards

Method of assessment:  Internal only 
 

Entry Requirements Completion of Year 10 science and mathematics courses 
 

For further information: Mr Provo 
 

Course Cost:   Approx. $15 for course workbooks 
 
The purpose of this Science course at year 11 (Level 1) is to provide a meaningful 
and achievable course aimed at students for whom Achievement Standards are an 
unrealistic goal. The certificate recognizes achievement at this level and students can 
also gain NCEA Level 1 credits through a series of stand-alone Unit Standards. 

Practical work and research are important components of the course. 
 
This course leads to: Students undertaking this course will be unable to proceed 

to Level 2 (Yr 12 Science) courses in Biology, Chemistry or 
Physics

Year 11 Alternative Science 
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Qualifications:  24 credits in Level 1 Achievement and Unit Standards

Method of assessment:  External and internal 
 

Entry Requirements A reasonable standard of achievement in Year 10 Science with 
at least 4 ñachievementò grades (or better) in content areas 
and ñachievementò grades (or better) in all Investigative skills 
areas plus a good standard of safe practical competency. 

 

For further information: Mr Provo 
 

Course Cost:   Approx. $20 for course workbooks 
 
This aim of this course is to prepare students to achieve at the Merit (and above) 
level in NCEA assessments, and to give them a sound base from which to proceed to 
the Year 12 Sciences.   

Content is chosen to build on existing knowledge and ensure concepts are firmly 
grasped.  

The development of scientific investigation skills is extended.  The content includes 
units of work on:-  

Å Carrying out a practical investigation (with direction).  
Å Biology.  
Å Chemistry  
Å Physics 
Å Space Science 

Skills developed and assessed are focused on those involved in carrying out an 
investigation. 
 
This course leads to: Courses in one or more of the Year 12 Sciences ï Level 2 

Biology, Level 2 Chemistry, Level 2 Physics  

Year 11 Science 
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Course Title : 

 
Qualifications:  24 credits in Level 2 Achievement Standards

Method of assessment:  External and internal 
 

Entry Requirements Satisfactory completion of an Achievement Standards based 
course in NCEA Level 1 Science gaining at least 15 credits 
with achievement grades (or better) in Science 1.1 and 1.3  
plus results in NCEA Level 1 Mathematics that would provide 
entry to Maths at Level 2  

 

For further information: Mr Provo 
 

Course Cost:   Approx. $30 for course workbooks 
 
This course aims to develop skills in experimental procedures, application of 
biological principles, independent investigation and research, and an appreciation 
and understanding of New Zealand's native fauna and flora. Practical work and 
research are important components of the course. 

CONTENT  Å Inter-relationships within populations and communities and the 
impact of humans  
  Å Structure and function of organisms  
  Å Structure and function of cells  
  Å Variation and evolution in populations  
  Å Research into applications of Biology  

SKILLS  Practical work is an integral part of the course and all assignments and 
laboratory   work are expected to be completed to a satisfactory level. 
 
 
This course leads to: Further study in Level 3 Biology as well as covering 

background material for some courses at Polytechnics. 

Year 12 Biology 
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Course Title : 

 
Qualifications:  24 credits in Level 2 Achievement and Unit Standards 

Method of assessment:  External and internal 
 

Entry Requirements Satisfactory completion of an Achievement Standards based 
course in NCEA Level 1 Science gaining at least 15 credits 
with achievement grades (or better) in Science 1.1 and 1.4  
plus results in NCEA Level 1 Mathematics that would provide 
entry to Maths at Level 2. 

 

For further information: Mr Provo 
 

Course Cost:   Approx. $40 for course workbooks 
 
Chemistry has been described as the ócentral scienceô as there are few science and 
technology based  careers where some knowledge of chemistry is not a requirement. 

CONTENT  Chemistry is the study of the substances in our world, from sugar and 
baking soda to plastics, medicines, petrol and aluminium.  Chemistry 
also studies what substances are made of and how these substances 
interact with each other. Chemistry is an experimental science and this 
is a practically based course. As well as the usual practical sessions, 
this course involves student centred practical work where students 
work individually on practical investigations. 

SKILLS  Students will have opportunities in Chemistry to develop manipulative 
skills and learn to use equipment and materials effectively, efficiently, 
and safely. The Chemistry curriculum also offers rich contexts for 
problem solving such as: identifying, describing, and refining a 
problem. 

 
This course leads to: Further study in Level 3 Chemistry and is a requirement for 

most science or technology based University and 
Polytechnic courses.  These range from medicine to 
engineering, pharmacy to veterinary science or agricultural 
science, all requiring chemistry as a pre-requisite.

 

Year 12 Chemistry 
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Course Title : 

 
Qualifications:  24 credits in Level 2 Achievement Standards

Method of assessment:  External and internal 
 

Entry Requirements Satisfactory completion of an Achievement Standards based 
course in NCEA Level 1 Science gaining at least 15 credits 
with achievement grades (or better) in Science 1.1 and 1.6  
plus results in NCEA Level 1 Mathematics that would provide 
entry to Maths at Level 2 (including Maths 1.1 and Maths 1.8). 

 

For further information: Mr Provo 
 

Course Cost:   Approx. $30 for course workbooks 
 
Studying Level 2 Physics will give students a greater understanding and awareness 
of the physical world around them. 

CONTENT  Å Motion and forces 
   Å Optics and Waves  
   Å Electricity and magnetism 
   Å Atomic structure 

SKILLS   Practical work is an integral part of the course and all assignments 
   and laboratory work are expected to be completed to a satisfactory  
   level. Skills include: 
   Å Graphing  
   Å Accuracy in calculation  
   Å Manipulating a range of equipment in the laboratory 
 
This course leads to: Further study in Level 3 Physics as well as covering 

background material for Nursing, Electrical and 
Technological courses at Polytechnics.

Year 12 Physics 
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Course Title : 

 
Qualifications:  24 credits in Level 3 Achievement and Unit Standards 

Method of assessment:  External and internal 
 

Entry Requirements Students must have satisfactorily completed a year in Level 2 
Biology and gained 12 credits or better in that course. 

 

For further information: Mr Provo 
 

Course Cost:   Approx. $30 for course workbooks 
 
This course aims to extend the skills developed in Level 2 and seeks to lay a firm 
foundation for those advancing to tertiary studies. Because the course content is wide 
it also satisfies the needs of students whose formal education in the subject will go no 
further. 
 
 

CONTENT Å Animal behaviour and plant responses  
  Å Practical studies with an invertebrate animal  
  Å Genetics and evolution  
  Å Techniques and processes in molecular biotechnology  
  Å Contemporary biological issues  
  Å Human evolution  

SKILLS  Å Independent practical investigations 
  Å Recording results and reporting on findings 
  Å Interpreting scientific evidence and discussing the trends 
  Å Essay writing 
  Å Research 
 
This course leads to: Further tertiary study at Universities and Polytechnics in 

fields like medicine, veterinary science, agricultural science, 
biotechnology, marine biology, anthropology, physiotherapy, 
entomology, etc. 

Year 13 Biology 
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Course Title : 

 
Qualifications:  24 credits in Level 3 Achievement and Unit Standards

Method of assessment:  External and internal 
 

Entry Requirements Students must have completed a satisfactory year in Level 2 
Chemistry and gained 12 Credits or better. 

 

For further information: Mr Provo 
 

Course Cost:   Approx. $40 for course workbooks 
 
This course builds on the material covered in the Level 2 course.  Chemistry is an 
experimental science and Level 3 Chemistry is a practically based course. The 
practical component of the course is based on real world examples. 

Students further develop manipulative skills and the use of equipment and materials 
effectively, efficiently, and safely. The Chemistry curriculum also offers rich contexts 
for problem solving such as identifying, describing, and refining problems and making 
connections and establishing relationships. 
 
This course leads to: Further tertiary study at Universities and Polytechnics in 

fields like engineering, physics, medicine, veterinary science, 
nursing, pharmacy, agricultural science, metallurgy, 
astronomy, etc.

Year 13 Chemistry 
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Course Title : 

 
Qualifications:  24 credits in Level 3 Achievement Standards

Method of assessment:  External and internal 
 

Entry Requirements Students must have gained 18 Credits in Level 2 Physics 
Achievement Standards and Entrance to a Level 3 
Mathematics Course. 

 

For further information: Mr Provo 
 

Course Cost:   Approx. $30 for course workbooks 
 
This course is an extension of the Level 2 course together with some new areas of 
study. 

CONTENT Å Linear and rotational motion  
  Å Oscillations  
  Å Wave properties 
  Å Electricity (DC and AC circuits)  
  Å Nuclear physics  

SKILLS  Å Graphing 
  Å Accuracy in calculation  
  Å Analysis of error and uncertainty in measurements 
  Å Manipulating a range of equipment in the laboratory  
  Å Using software packages to solve problems and present information 
 
 
This course leads to: Further tertiary study at Universities and Polytechnics in 

fields like engineering, physics, medicine, veterinary science, 
architecture, nursing, radiology, technology, electronics, etc. 

Year 13 Physics 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES 
  

 

 

 

 
Qualifications:  24 credits in Achievement Standards Level 1 
 

Method of assessment:  External and Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Open entry from Year 10. 
 

For further information: Mr A J Rowe 
 

Course Cost:   $50-70 for field trips during the year plus $6.00 for stationery 
 

This course covers three content areas, exploring natural hazards, population 
patterns and resource use.  These topics focus on New Zealand and South East 
Asia, but also refer to other places around the world.  Students will not only gain 
knowledge of these content areas, but will gain some experience at gathering and 
processing information and drawing conclusions based on evidence. 
 
In addition, skills of drawing field sketches and maps, gathering information using 
field research techniques, reading maps and diagrams and getting information from 
photographs are taught and practiced in this course. 

This course leads to:  Geography Level 2 

 

 

Geography Level 1 
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Qualifications:  24 credits in Achievement Standards Level 1 
 

Method of assessment:  External and Internal 
 

Pre-requisites: Open entry from Year 10. 
 

For further information: Mr A J Rowe 
 

Course Cost:   $10.00 for stationery 
 

In this course there are no prescribed topics set by external sources.  That means we 
are free to choose what ever topics we like provided they fit within the general 
guidelines as set out below: 
 

Students will gain knowledge, skills, and experience to: 

 Understand how the causes and consequences of past events that are of 
significance to New Zealanders shape the lives of people and society. 

 Understand how people's perspectives on past events that are of 
significance to New Zealanders differ 

 

In addition, skills of gathering information from a variety of sources, reading maps, 
cartoons and diagrams and getting information from photographs are taught and 
practiced in this course. 
 
This course leads to:  History Level 2 

 

History Level 1 
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Qualifications:  24 credits in Achievement Standards Level 2 
 

Method of assessment:  External and Internal 
 

Pre-requisites Open entry from Year 11, but preference to those who have 
studied Geography at level 1 and have gained at least an 
achieved grade in two of 90202, 90203 and 90204, plus an 
achieved grade in 90205. 

  

For further information: Mr A J Rowe 
 

Course Cost:   $50-70 for field trips during the year, plus $6.00 for stationery. 
 

This course covers three content areas, exploring landscape processes in New 
Zealand and South America, patterns of urban development in two cities of the world, 
and the state of development in countries world wide.  These topics will inform 
students about countries and these concepts in a world wide context.  Students will 
gain some experience at gathering information, processing information and drawing 
conclusions based on evidence. 
 
In addition, skills of drawing field sketches and maps, gathering information using 
field research techniques, reading maps and diagrams and getting information from 
photographs are taught and practiced in this course. 

 

This course leads to:  Geography Level 3 

Geography Level 2 
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TECHNOLOGY 
  

 

 

 
Qualifications:  24 credits in Level 1 Unit and Achievement Standards 
 

Method of assessment:  External and Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Achievement at Year 10. 
 

For further information: Mr Zwarts 
 

Course Cost:   $50 materials 
 
This course is the starting point in the BConstructive programme.  Level one of this 
multi-disciplinary programme provides skills and knowledge to a pathway in the 
construction industry.  It is an initiative of the BCITO and 5 other industry training 
organisations. 

Students are able to use the credits from this course along with credits from Level 1 
Mathematics and Level 1 English to work towards gaining a National Certificate in 
Building, Construction and Allied Trades Skills (BCATS) Level 1. 

This course leads to:  12 Technology BConstructive Level 2 

 
 
 
 
 
Qualifications:  24 credits in Level 1 Unit and Achievement Standards 
 

Method of assessment:  External and Internal 
 

Entry Requirements: Open to all Year 10 students 
 

For further information: Mr Fenton/Mr Zwarts 
 

Course Cost:   $35.00 for sample fabric, thread etc. Students will be expected  
to source many of their own materials 

 
 
Students will become conversant with the design process in the design and 
production of a number of solutions through the course of a year.  
 
Typical skills might include: 

 Pattern preparation and alteration 

 Decorative techniques e.g. machine embroidery 

 Development of sewing techniques 

 Creative drawing and sampling techniques 
 
 
This course leads to: Level 2 NCEA Textile Technology 

11Technology ~ BConstructive Level 1 

11 Textiles Technology (Fabric) 
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Qualifications:  24 Level 1 Unit Standards credits 
 

Method of assessment:  Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Open entry from Year 10 
 

For further information: Mrs Pryor 
 

Course Cost:   Yet to be determined 
 

This course is learning about Nutrition and the need to eat a variety of foods daily.  
The students study different food groups and they also look at foods suitable for 
different age/cultural groups  e.g. adolescents, vegetarians and toddlers.  They will 
also learn about using seasonal fruit and vegetables and how to make cheap meals. 
 
Half of the time each week is spent on written and discussion work and the other half 
on practical sessions where students learn how to cook a variety of dishes that meet 
the NZ Food and Nutrition Guidelines.  In practical sessions students must follow safe 
food practices.  By the end of the year the students will be able to plan, prepare and 
cook a cheap, healthy three course meal. 
 
To pass the standard students have to complete the practical and written aspects of 
the course. 
 

This course leads to:  Food and Nutrition Level 2 

 

 

 

 

 
Qualifications:  24 credits in Level 2 Unit and Achievement Standards 
 

Method of assessment:  External and Internal 
 

Entry Requirements Achievement of BConstructive Level 1 course 
 

For further information: Mr Zwarts 
 

Course Cost:   $50 materials 
 
This course is the advanced level of the BConstructive programme.  The multi-
disciplinary skills and knowledge are aimed at gaining a foundation in construction 
and allied trades.  It is an initiative of the BCITO and 5 other industry training 
organisations. 

Students are able to use the credits from this course along with credits in Level 2 
English to work towards gaining a National Certificate in Building, Construction and 
Allied Trades Skills (BCATS)  Level 2. 

 

This course leads to:  A career in building construction, architecture and allied trades  

  which could be continued at a tertiary training institution. 
 

11 Food and Nutrition 

12Technology ~ BConstructive Level 2 


